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Uncle Bill's Pond
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Skating Pord

Address: 17 Chis’ Lane

City: Seuthwest Harbor

Store: Maine

Mapand Lot: Map 3 - Lot 37

Map: SAN 1921 LAWLER ICE BUSINESS

Date Founded: Cira 1860

Duration: 1860-147

Original Ohwner: Robinsen - Berjamin M. Robinson (1826 1901) - Chrisopher Wendell Lawlors great
uncle,

Subsequent Owrers:
Tracy - Heney E. Tracy Jr. (1849.1925)

Lawler - Chrissopher Wende |l Lawler (1993.1956)
Skhroff - William “Bill" Skhuroff (1882.967)

Town of Southwest Harbor

"Capt Berjamin Robinmin hed a pond conmricted on his property and e aablished a5 ice delivery
busing 8 in the village, which still continue s being now owned by Chrsmpher W, Lawdler.” -
“Tracitions and Records of Southwest Haskbor and Somesville, Mowne Deser Liline, Maine™ by Mrs,
Seth 5. Thormon, 1938, p. 92,

“The Lawler ice house [behind Main Street, Southwe st Harka r] was built by Benjam in Robinson, who
alsy dug out the swamp near it making a pond, snd esablished an ice business which he conduceed for
some years, Afver his death the busingss was purchased by Henry Ty whe carried it on for some time
and then wld 1o Chrsophe r Lawler who sill owns and condacts " - "Traditons and Records of
Sauthwe st Harbor and Some sville, Mount Desert Iland, Maine™ by Mrz, Seth §, Thomon, B34, p
155,

Benjamin M. Robinson (1826-K101) was Chei sopher Wendell Lawlor's great uncle, the beother of
Chris’ maemal gmndfather, lames E. Robinson.

The ice house was nearest o Main Street, then the bam, then the pand.

PDF: https://swhpl.digitalarchive.us/files/original/13261/Benjamin_M. Robinson

Ice_Pond.pdf
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Description: In the 21st Century we may think of ice as something that comes out of the doors of our refrigerator or a nice skating
surface in an indoor rink, but, in the 18th and early 19th centuries the ice business produced a very necessary product

and employed many people.

See: Ice Harvesting Sampler DVD, produced by Northeast Historic Film, Black & White, NTSC, 33 minutes - 1994. This
compilation of newsreel and amateur footage of ice harvesting operations in Maine includes ice-house interiors with

massive ice blocks being maneuvered at high speed, and horse teams delivering ice to brownstones in Boston.

Americas Icemen: An lllustrative History of the United States Natural Ice Industry 1665-1925 by Joseph C. Jones Jr.,

published by Jobeco Books, 1984.
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The American Ice Harvests: A Historical Study in Technology, 1800-1918 by Richard O. Cummings, published by the
University of Calfornia Press, 1949.
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