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Otter Creek Cliffs

Places - Sites - Monuments History

Otter Creek Cliffs
Acadia National Park
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Visiting Otter Cliffs was one of the early sites on Mount Desert [sland that was considered an
essential experien ce by early rusticators and is still considered so today.

"Gl debo ok s and Promotional Broch ures ia the 1860sand 705

In the lite 1860 and 18708 recreational walking, boating, and buckbourd rides were the most
fashionablea ctivities for visitors. Advertisements printed by steamshipand rallroad compan les
promoted iskind scenery. particularly the interesting rocky coast. Touring the island's rock
formation s and dimbing al eng the shore, alse known as “recking.” wasa popular pastime Many of
thie rock s were named, some with more than onename,

Walks to rock formations as well as inlind mountains and lakes were described in travel gui des for
the islan d. Guidebooks written in the 18605 and 18705 karkened back to the pre-Civil War era of
mot ntain tourisn by combining poetry written during this sarlier periodand frequently
emphasizing thevisual qualities aptured in paintings by Cole and Church, Clara Barnes Martin
published her first guide to Mount Desert | dand in 1867, and other writers, induding Benjamin
Franklin DeCosta, Samuel Drake, Albert Bee. Moses Sweetser, and Willlam Lapham, soon followed.
Though these authars papetuated the roman ce of exploring pathless mountains they also
provided detalled directions to these destination s. Many rootes were still "sorambles,” but others,
such s the Duck Brook Path and the ascent of Newport [Champlain] Mountain, werewdl-
diveloped, marked trails. Tourists typically hired guides o lead th em to the more remote
destinations such asthe summits of Sargent and Western Moun tains.” - Brown, Margaret Coffin.
Pathmakers - Cultural Landscape Report for the Historic Hiking Trail System of Mount Desert Idand:
History, Existing Conditions, & Analvss [0l mstead Center for Landsape Preservation, 2006) p. 26
27, - Listed asprepared by Margaret Coffin Brown,

The Pathmakers book (s the bible forall things t do with the history of Acadia National Park.
Farticularly see:

Mountain Scrambles by Artists and Rusticators, 1830s-605
p.20-26

Rocking, Walking Guides and Hiking Clubs, 18605 1690
p.26-33

PDF: https://swhpl.digitalarchive.us/files/original/16000/Otter Creek_Cliffs.pdf

Identifier: 16000
Title: Otter Creek Cliffs
Type: Reference
Subject: Places, Park
Place: Acadia National Park
State: ME
Country: USA
Rights: In Copyright - Non-Commercial Use Permitted

3/28/2024 Page 1 of 1



