
  

 
 
 

Organization History 
 

Company 158 - Conservation Corps  
Great Pond [Long Pond] Camp 
 
Address: 67 Long Pond Road  
City: Southwest Harbor 
State: Maine  
Map and Lot: Map 13 – Lot 1-2, 1-3 
Map: US Geo 1935 – CCC Great Pond Camp 
Date Founded: 1932  
Date Built: 1933 
 
Other locations: 
CCC – Company 154 – BH 
Civilian Conservation Corps - Company 154 
Eagle Lake Camp 
ME – Bar Harbor – McFarland Hill Drive - 022 
 
“In 1932 Franklin D. Roosevelt was elected President of the United States, promising economic 
recovery to a country stagnated by depression.” Among the proposals for recovery during his first 
100 days in office was the establishment of “the Emergency Conservation Works Act projects to be 
carried out by [among others] the Civilian Conservation Corps.” The purpose of the act was to 
“provide jobs for some 250,000 unemployed young men. Projects included construction of park 
facilities and maintenance. At the same time, the men gained technical skills, physical conditioning, 
and educational training to reenter the private-sector work force…In 1937 the highly successful 
program was extended, and thereafter called Civilian Conservation Corps (CCC). 
 
Three ECW-CCC work camps were established to carry out work in Acadia National Park. In May 
1933, Company 154 (NP-1) established a work camp at McFarland Field to the west of Eagle Lake, 
the present site of park headquarters. In June 1933, Company 158 (NP-2) established a work camp 
on Great [Long] Pond near Southwest Harbor. A third camp in Ellsworth carried out projects on the 
Schoodic Peninsula and occasionally worked with the two camps on Mount Desert Island…” 
 
With the onset of World War II, many New Deal back-to-work programs were eliminated. The CCC 
camp NP-2 on Long Pond was closed in the spring of 1941…” - “Pathmakers – Cultural Landscape 
Report for the Historic Hiking Trail System of Mount Desert Island: History, Existing Conditions, & 
Analysis” prepared by Margaret Coffin Brown, Olmstead Center for Landscape Preservation, p. 122-
137, 2006 
 
The Eagle Lake CCC (Civilian Conservation Corps) camp (NP-1), Company 154, at Bar Harbor was 
operated under the supervision of the National Park Service from May 1934 to June 1942. Its 
primary function was forest culture (roads, trails, recreation). 



  

 
The Great Pond CCC (Civilian Conservation Corps) camp (NP-2), Company 158, at Southwest 
Harbor was operated under the supervision of the National Park Service from May 1933 to 
September 1941. Its primary function was forest culture (roads, trails, recreation). 
 
"In 1934 the boys of the CCC camp, No. 158, rebuilt the stone wall on the eastern side of the yard 
and replaced the broken fence with one of neat cedar rails." - “Traditions and Records of Southwest 
Harbor and Somesville, Mount Desert Island, Maine” by Mrs. Seth S. Thornton, 1938, p. 226.  
 
The “yard” mentioned by Nell Thornton was the Evergreen Cemetery, also known as the Carroll Hill 
Cemetery, founded in 1866, 31 Main Street (Route 102), Map 12 – Lot 60-1, MHPC #405-0909.  
 
“The Southwest Harbor camp was opened about May, 1933 with enrollees erecting and living in 
tents while construction of the roll roofing covered barracks continued. An aerial photo dated 
September 5, 1933 shows four barracks buildings and four service buildings in place. Officers 
quarters, dispensary and living quarters for the commanding officer were added later. The last two 
were of log construction. 
 
The camp was located at the height of ground on the west side of the road leading from Southwest 
Harbor village to the south end of Great Pond [Long Pond]. This was near Acadia National Park 
lands where most of the work-projects took place. This park being one of the National Park System 
came under the jurisdiction of the U.S. Department of the Interior. Consequently the Department of 
the Interior controlled the employees and type of work projects carried out on the ground. 
 
This was a typical 200 man camp. All enrollees were Maine residents. Familial relationships were 
scarce but for most living conditions were a great improvement over depression years living 
conditions at home. Living conditions, discipline and in-camp activities were the concern of the U.S. 
Army…” – Fred E. Holt, former forest commissioner - “In the Public Interest: The Civilian 
Conservation Corps in Maine (1933-1942) - A Pictorial History” by Jon A. Schlenker, Norman A. 
Wetherington and Austin H. Wilkins, published by the University of Maine at Augusta Press, 1988, p. 
67-70. 
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