
 

 

 
 
 

Vessel History 
 

Frolic – Passenger Launch 
 
Build date: Before 1941 
Number: 1B960 
 
Frolic was originally built as an open boat with a windshield on her bow and a canvas watermelon hood 
the length of the boat. Over the years she acquired a cabin and a mast. She was used as a passenger 
launch for summer people and as a fishing boat. 
 
Albie Neilson remembers Raymond Bunker sailing parties from the Rock End Dock in the Frolic before 
WWII.  
Neilson: Albert Pancoast Neilson (1930-) 
Bunker - Raymond Adelbert Bunker (1906-1994) 
 
Harold Wedge used the Frolic circa 1941 before he was drafted. 
Wedge - Harold Lawrence Wedge (1912-1986) 
 
Ernest Stanley owned the Frolic in the 1940s and used her for fishing and sailed her with Mrs. Henry 
Lyman of Sutton Island in the summer. 
Cabot - Elizabeth (Cabot) Lyman (1880-1982) 
Stanley - Ernest Gilman Stanley (1890-1979) 
 
On July 2, 1944 Earnest Stanley and Merrill Stanley, fishermen on the Frolic out of Southwest Harbor, 
reported seeing a submarine at 10:45 that morning. They saw a periscope traveling at about 12 knots at 
a distance of 300 yards from their boat which was located 13 miles southeast by south from Baker Island 
at the entrance of Frenchmans Bay. The periscope disappeared soon after they had sighted it. They saw 
"a hull 60 to 90 feet long, approximately 20 feet under water, making a straight wake 25-35 feet wide 
with patches of oil. They observed the wake for one-half hour." – Fishermen’s Voice, Vol. 4, No. 11., 
November 1999, "Blimp Sinks in Uboat Hunt" by Mike Crowe. 
 
After Ernest Stanley died in 1979, Eaton’s Boat Yard in Castine bought her. The last time Ralph Stanley 
saw her she was fiberglassed and at Eaton’s. 
Eaton’s Boat Yard – 17 Sea Street, Castine, Maine. 
 
Notes from Ralph Stanley – 02/11/15 
Stanley - Ralph Warren Stanley (1929-2021) 
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