
  

 
 
 

House History 
 

Albert Bartlett Sail Loft Property 
 
Address: 147 Shore Road 
City: Southwest Harbor, Manset 
State: Maine 
Map and Lot Number: Map 17 – Lot 82 
Map: CS 1887 – Bartlett Sail Loft 
MHPC: 405-0958 
First Owner: Bartlett - Albert Bartlett (1819-1895) 
Builder: Bartlett - Albert Bartlett (1819-1895) 
Build Date: 1907 
 
"…there was a good deal of shipbuilding going on, the sail loft owned and operated by Albert 
Bartlett made the sails for the new ships and there was considerable traffic in fish." - Traditions and 
Records of Southwest Harbor and Somesville, Mount Desert Island, Maine by Mrs. Seth S. Thornton, 
p. 103 - 1938. 
 
"South of the Hinckley house is a lot owned for many years by Albert Bartlett who had a sail loft 
there. This loft was used frequently as a public hall and fairs, dances, plays etc., were held there 
before the building of Centennial Hall. Mr. and Mrs. Bartlett were interesting people.  
 
Mrs. Bartlett was born in England and her English customs brought the Old World nearer to this 
little seacoast village. She was very hospitable and always served afternoon tea to her callers, which 
was then a novel observance. She was a favorite with young people, who came often to hear her 
stories of life in an English village and to have their fortunes read from the grounds in the teacups 
after partaking of tea and plumcake, which she had always on hand. 
 
At first the Bartletts lived in rooms over the sail loft and later they built and lived in the house now 
owned and occupied by Derby Stanley. Mr. Bartlett followed the sea as a sailmaker for many years 
and it was when on a trip to England that he met the girl who became his wife." - Traditions and 
Records of Southwest Harbor and Somesville, Mount Desert Island, Maine by Mrs. Seth S. Thornton, 
p. 191-2 - 1938. 
 
Owner Chain: 
 
This house had been part of the Moorings Inn structure given by the Hinckleys to Derby Stanley to 
move; he re-modeled "...the most expensive present I ever got” [Benjamin Hinckley, Hinckley Story, 
Dedham, MA, Pilot Press, 1997, p. 8] and used it as a summer rental, called "Silver Spray" [T-192] 
 
Sold to Katharine Simmons Davis Dana 12/6/1943 (694/197). 
 
Conveyed it to Marshall and Katharine Simmons Dana, Joint Tenants 4/10/1950 (732/366) 



  

 
Conveyed one half undivided interest each to Elizabeth Davis Crossman and Frank H. Davis, Jr. 
10/7/1969 (1086/418). 
 
Frank conveyed his half undivided interest back to Katharine S. Dana 1/20/1975 (1208/268); 
 
She conveyed that half interest to Elizabeth Davis Crossman as sole, and current, owner of the 
property 4/4/1989 (1745/337). 
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