
 

 

Vessel History 

Hieronymus - Friendship Sloop - Maine Sloop Boat 
 
Built As: Hieronymus 
Subsequent Names:  
Class: Friendship Sloop / Maine Sloop Boat 
Hull: Wood 
Masts: 1  
Rig: Sloop 
Designed By: Ralph Warren Stanley from his half-model 
Build Date: 1962 
Launch Date: 1962 
Built by: Ralph W. Stanley Inc. 
Built at: Stanley 1st Shop - SWH – Main Street – 376  
Built for: Neilson - Albert Pancoast Neilson (1930-) 
"Albie" Neilson 
Named for: Bosch - Hieronymus Bosch (c. 1450-1516) 
Power – built with: Palmer 22 h.p. gas engine 
Displacement: 17,000 lbs. 
Net tons:  
Capacity:  
Length: 33’ LOA – 29’ LWL 
Beam: 11’ 
Draught: 5’ 10” 
Centerboard Info:  
Sail Area:  
Crew:  
Number: ME 2592 B 
Subsequent Owners:  
Rebuild Dates:  
Disposition: Owned by Albie Neilson in 2014 
 
Ralph Stanley’s first sailboat and first Friendship Sloop.  
 
“The local folks had something here that the summer people needed and they were accepted as 
equals. Like sailing boats. The summer people looked up to the fishermen and respected them for 
their ability to sail and work on a boat. 
 
That’s how it was with my father and the Neilson family. He went to work for them some time in the 
early 1930’s. They had been coming to Northeast Harbor from Pennsylvania for generations, and 
they were quite an influence on our lives. Mrs. Neilson [Clara Augusta (Rosengarten) Neilson, Mrs. 
Lewis Neilson (1871-1955)], the grandmother, was an old lady when I was a boy. She was a 
Rosengarten, and that family had been coming to Northeast for years, too, probably since the late 
1800s. 



 

 
My father worked for the Neilsons for three months every summer, right through the Depression. In 
those days it worked out pretty good, because there was closed season on lobsters in the summer. 
Lobstering didn’t start until the fall, so this summer work fitted right in… 
 
Mrs. Neilson’s son Harry [Henry Rosengarten Neilson (1893-1949)] had three boys – Hank, Albie, 
and Benjie. Harry’s wife [Alberta Pancoast (Reath) Neilson (1903-1938)] died when Benjie was just 
a baby, and the boys were left with no mother. They did have a nanny, but my father had a lot to do 
with the dare of those children in the summer… They thought a lot of my father, all of them…  
 
One time when we had a babysitter and we were down at the steamboat wharf, my father came by 
in the “Leader” with Hank and Albie. He stopped and took us all on a little boat ride around the 
harbor. Hank and Albie were just little fellas, and they had their yachting uniforms on and their 
captain’s caps. They were very formal and would shake hands… - p. 46-48 
 
“I always liked the look of Friendship sloops. They just caught my eye. I think that Friendship s 
caught Albie Neilson too… 
 
When Albie [Albert Pancoast Neilson] was ready to have his boat, I built him a thirty-three-footer 
called “Hieronymus.” She was the first Friendship sloop and the first sailboat that I ever built. I 
started her in 1961, and we launched her in 1962. My father-in-law, Henry Linscott, worked on the 
interior and helped in the finishing off of that boat. It took more than a winter to get it completed. 
That March our son Richard was born, and we put the boat in the water in June.” - “Ralph Stanley : 
Tales of a Maine Boatbuilder” by Craig S. Milner and Ralph W. Stanley, published by Down East 
Books, Camden, Maine 2004, p. 79-80. 
 


